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TOWN TEAM MOVEMENT — CONFERENCE 

Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR J.N. CAREY (Perth — Minister for Local Government) [9.11 am]: I wish to advise the house that last Friday 
I opened the Western Australian Town Team Movement’s third annual state conference in Bunbury. Town teams 
are proactive non-profit organisations that bring together small businesses, property owners, landowners, residents 
and others working within their local government to improve their local place, main street, town centre or area. 

The town team approach is innovative, creative and different. It shifts away from the model in which organisations 
represent only one interest. I obviously have a soft place in my heart for town teams as I helped to found 
Western Australia’s first town team over a decade ago, the Beaufort Street Network. The network is well known 
for helping to establish the Beaufort Street Festival, which attracted more than 150 000 people and led the local 
government to adopt a place-based approach to the area. 

Place-based approaches have now been proactively taken up by a number of local governments and have helped 
to facilitate countless other town teams across the state. I am so proud that this movement has now expanded to 
78 town teams across 32 local governments in Western Australia. The Town Team Movement has evolved to establish 
itself as a fundamental component of local communities, and these groups can be credited with cutting through red 
tape to help activate main streets and town centres. I commend the work of local governments across the state that 
support and facilitate the work of town teams and generously provide funding to facilitate projects and events. 

I also thank the event organisers, the incredible Town Team Movement with Jimmy Murphy at the helm, for hosting 
another successful event and choosing a regional local government area to showcase great place-activation initiatives 
implemented by town teams. Local volunteers are critical to the success of town teams and it was exceptional to 
see over 200 people in attendance at the conference. In times of COVID in particular, we recognise the essential value 
of investing in our communities and the importance of social connection. A clear example is the upcoming global 
Porch Placemaking Week from 27 September to 3 October, supported by the Town Team Movement. The event 
encourages people to activate their verandah or front porch by hosting a street party, installing a little library or 
displaying children’s art to engage and build community, community spirit and resilience. 

I am really excited about the future of town teams in Western Australia. 
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